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Assistant Commissioner for Patents ' ; ' •• - ' 

Washington D.C 20231 

Dear Sir: 



The Office is thanked for the personal interview April 17, 2002, extended to Applicants' 
Representative Victoria A. Sandberg by Examiners Fields, Navarro, Smith and Hutzell. 



Examiner Interview Summary 



All claims were discussed. Claims 52 and 53 were reviewed in detail in support of 
Applicants' request in the Amendment mailed November 12, 2001, for inclusion of these claims 
in the scope of the examination. Lambert et a)., the primary reference cited by the Examiner in 
the rejection of claims 40-44, 46-50, 65-67 and 69, was reviewed by Applicants' Representative 
and further explanation was given as to how the claimed invention is distinct from the subject 
matter taught in Lambert et al. Applicants' Representatives also requested that the documents 
listed in the Information Disclosure Statements mailed September 29, 2000, and October 27, 
2000, be considered, and that initialed copies of the 1449 forms be returned to the Applicant 
with the next Official Communication. 
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Summary -j^ ■ fry 

It is believed that the pending claims 1-73 are in condition for allowance. Sotificatik^o » 
that effect is earnestly requested. The Examiner is invited to contact Applicants 5 Representative 
at the below-listed number if it is believed that prosecution can be in any way assisted or 
expedited thereby. 



CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C.F.R, 1,8: 



The undersigned hereby certifies thai this 
paper is being transmitted by facsimile in 
accordance with 37 CFR § 1.6(d) to the 
Patent and Trademark Office, addressed to 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents, 
Washington, D.C. 2023 1 , on this 17th 
day of MAY , 2002, at /A ; 3 3 prr* 
(Central Time). 



Date of Deposit: MAY 17, 2002 



Respectfully submitted, 
Tarleton et al- 

By 

Mueting, Raasch & Gebhardt, P.A. 
RO. Box 581415 
Minneapolis, MN 55458-1415 
Telephone (612)305-1220 
Facsimile (612)305-1228 
Customer Number 26813 



26813 

PATENT TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Date Victoria A. Sandberg 

Reg. No. 41,287 
Direct Dial (612) 305-1226 
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FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION TO THE PTO 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents FAX NUMBER: 703/308^2732- 4*43- 

Attn: Examiner Iesha P. Fields Total Pages (including cover page): 3 

Washington, D.C. 20231 Time: £3> pn< (Central Time) 

(Transmission must be complete by 
midnight eastern time.) 

The following papers are being transmitted to the Patent and Trademark Office by facsimile 
transmission: Su pplemental Communication Re: Examiner Interview Summary (2 pgs) 



Please consider this a PETITION FOR EXTENSION OF TIME for a sufficient number of 
months to enter these papers and please charge any additional fees or credit overpayment 
to Deposit Account No. 13-4895, 

Mueting, Raasch & Gebhardt, P.A. 
Customer Number: 2681 3 
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CERTIFICATE UNDER 37 C.F.R. S1.8 : The undersigned hereby certifies that this Facsimile Cover Sheet and the 
papers), as described hereinabove, are being transmitted by facsimile in accordance with 37 CFR §1 6(d) to the 
Patent and Trademark Office addressed to Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231, on this 
17th day of MAY , 2002, ai /2~: ?*>p^ (Central Time). 
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